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About ISIF Asia

The Information Society Innovation Fund – ISIF Asia – fosters 
innovative Internet based-solutions to development needs. 
Using carefully-targeted small grants, we facilitate smaller-scale, 
bigger-difference projects across the Asia Pacific region. 

We see the Internet as a key driver 
and enabler in social and economic 
development. Our mission is to 
empower communities to design and 
implement Internet-based solutions 
for their own development needs; 
to enable people to join or further 
engage with the information society.

In this booklet, we review the ISIF 
Asia Program from 2008 to 2013.

We intend to expand our funding 
activities in the coming years and we 
invite – we challenge – companies, 
governments, NGOs, and individual 
philanthropists to join our community 
of funding partners and sponsors.
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… in cooperation with funding partners, sponsors 
and project teams, we are looking forward to 
building on these successes in the coming years. 

• to have helped many 
people in remote 
communities to benefit 
from Internet access 
and opportunities

• to have raised close to 
three million Australian 
dollars in funding from 
partners and sponsors

• that our administrative 
practices guarantee 
accountability and 
transparency

• to have allocated 
more than 90 percent 
of money raised to 

community project 
teams and to mentoring 
and networking 
opportunities – keeping 
administration overheads 
to a minimum

• to have funded 
Internet-based solutions 
through 43 projects in 
17 economies across 
Asia Pacific – that’s 29 
grant recipients and 
14 award winners

• to foster projects that 
showcase innovation, 
cooperation, and 
technical knowledge

• to have worked with 
local teams to improve 
their capacity to share 
what they do and what 
they have learned

• that all final technical 
reports from grant 
recipients are available 
for download and use 
under the Creative 
Commons license 

• to have addressed 
gender-specific 
issues within our 
funding criteria 

• that many of our 
funded projects gain 
global recognition 
for innovation and 
outstanding cost-
effectiveness

• because so many of 
our funding partners 
and sponsors are 
actively engaged in 
all aspects of recipient 
selection, evaluation, 
and mentoring

• because we help 
development 
communities to 
help themselves

At ISIF Asia we are proud and excited …
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Introducing ISIF Asia

The Information Society Innovation Fund – 
ISIF Asia – empowers communities across the 
Asia Pacific region to design and implement 
Internet-based solutions to meet their own 
development needs. It helps people to join, or to 
further engage, with the Information Society. 

• encourage innovative 
ways of extending Internet 
infrastructure and services

• address issues of Internet 
sustainability and business 
models in challenging 
market circumstances

• foster innovation and 
creative solutions to 
development problems 
by supporting new and 

creative uses of Internet-
based solutions

• help development and 
public agencies to identify 
emerging trends and 
actors in the area of 
ICT for development 

• generate awareness and 
encourage sharing of 
innovative approaches 
to these challenges.

ISIF Asia aims to:

APNIC’s role in administering 
and promoting ISIF Asia

APNIC is the Regional Internet Registry (RIR) for the 
Asia Pacific region. It is one of five RIRs around the 
world responsible for the management of Internet 
address re-sources and related services. A non-profit, 
membership-based organization, APNIC provides 
essential services for Internet operations, stability and 
growth. The work includes registration and technical 
services across 56 economies throughout Asia Pacific.

APNIC has a complementary leadership role in 
promoting infrastructure development, providing 
education and training opportunities, and 
working for Internet-friendly public policy. 

Since 2001, APNIC has worked with dedicated partners 
and generous donors to help develop and improve 
funding for Internet-based development initiatives 
that have come together as the ISIF Asia program.

Visit www.apnic.net for much more detailed 
information about APNIC
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In the next section of this booklet you can read in detail about ISIF Asia and our work in a global Internet for development 
context. We explain our smaller-scale, bigger-difference grants and awards philosophy. We describe our funding 
mechanisms. We show how our unusually high level of partner and sponsor engagement makes us more effective in 
meeting the needs of stakeholders on all sides of funding allocation. And we report on some of our latest networking 
and mentoring initiatives that assist communities that have little or no experience of development grant applications. 

Looking for at-a-
glance statistics and 
summary data about 
the ISIF Asia program?

Turn to page 23

Beginning in 1997, the International 
Development Research Centre (IDRC) 
PAN Asia Networking Initiative 
supported small grants schemes 
in various guises. During the first 
phase – 1997 to 2001 – the program 
supported 25 projects with a grant-
funding total of CAD 1.5 million. 
In 2001 a new phase began as 
a funding partnership between 
IDRC, the Asia Pacific Development 
Information Program (APDIP), APNIC, 
the Asian Media Information and 
Communication Centre (AMIC), 

the Internet Society (ISOC), and 
Microsoft. It was a competitive 
grants scheme for institutions in 
developing Asia Pacific economies. 
AMIC administered this phase under 
an IDRC grant until 2008, during 
which time 56 grants were allocated.

The ICT R&D Grants Program for 
Asia and the Pacific received 642 
project proposals from more than 
30 Asia Pacific economies. The last 
round of competition was held in 
2005, followed by the development 

of a Learning Forum for past grant 
recipients, which provided feedback 
for future applicants and was the 
basis for a comprehensive program 
evaluation. This was the foundation 
on which ISIF Asia was built.

ISIF Asia, was launched in 2008 
under a new funding partnership 
between the IDRC, ISOC, and 
APNIC. DotAsia provided 
additional sponsorship. 

A fruitful track record of partnership 
and funding achievements

5
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ISIF Asia in detail

In 2010, three regional 
Internet registries, AFRINIC, 
APNIC and LACNIC, joined 
forces with the International 
Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) to form a global 
alliance to support Internet 
innovation for development.

The Seed Alliance was 
launched in May 2012 and 
later that year the Swedish 
Government came on board.

The Seed Alliance has grown into a 
fruitful forum for establishing and 
sharing best practice for scaling-
up relevant initiatives. It provides 

better visibility for regional funding 
partners and supported projects. 
The Alliance is also a great place for 
networking and mentoring among 
grant recipients and award winners.

Together, we are building on our 
achievements and the lessons that 
we have learnt developing regional 
funding and award programs 
with broadly similar objectives.

In addition to APNIC’s ISIF Asia 
program, these include LACNIC’s 
FRIDA program and AFRINIC’s FIRE 
program, which continue to innovate 
with new funding formats aimed 
at maximizing information society 

development benefits for communities 
across their regions. The Alliance 
is sharing an online applications 
system, including assessment 
protocols and documentation.

This rewarding international 
collaboration is possible because of 
generous grants from the IDRC of 
Canada and the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency. 
Additional financial contributions 
come from the three Regional 
Internet Registries (AFRINIC, 
APNIC and LACNIC). Sponsors 
including the Internet Society and 
the DotAsia Organization directly 
support the regional programs.

The Seed Alliance: ISIF Asia in a global collaborative context
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In 2012, total ISIF Asia funding 
across all grants and awards 
was around AUD 400,000. This 
was distributed amongst 11 
grant recipients, five award 
winners, and five travel grants 
to the Internet Governance 
Forum in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Why “small” grants? Wouldn’t 
fewer, larger grants make 
more of an impact?

ISIF Asia keeps its grants small because 
experience and evidence demonstrate 
that innovative and pragmatic 
outcomes – results that help 
communities with the most pressing 
development needs – are realized 
more quickly and more frequently 
than is the case with larger grants.

When the stakes are lower, both sides 
of the funding process – recipients 
and donors – become usefully realistic 
and less risk averse. A small grant 
allows a community or organization to 
explore and experiment in a context 
in which success and failure are 
both part of a learning experience. 

Large grants require very significant 
project management and 
administrative work. They may raise 
intimidating expectations. They may 
encourage objectives that make 
for impressive reading in funding 
applications but may be unrealistic. 

Another advantage of small 
grants is that less intimidating 
funding opportunities attract 
new or unexpected communities 

and organizations that, rightly or 
wrongly, feel that they would not 
be considered for larger funding. As 
they learn about grant administration 
and build their financial and technical 
capacity to report, they gain 
confidence to seek other funding 
opportunities for larger budgets.

These are the reasons why ISIF Asia 
continues to pursue a small grants 
approach – one that is open to 
innovation and can accept and learn 
from real-world successes and failures.

Small grants, big differences

How ISIF Asia funding punches above its weight in Internet for development

“ If genuinely innovative ideas 

were easy to generate or even 

identify, they would barely merit 

the title ‘innovation’. Often their 

truly transformative character is 

evident only in retrospect, through 

practice and repetition.”
Seán Ó Siochrú 
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This section is based on Small Grants Support Innovation, an insightful 
article by Seán Ó Siochrú that was published in the previous editions 
of this booklet available for download at www.isif.asia/about. 

Grants, awards, and 
capacity building

ISIF Asia grants are 
directed at innovative 
Internet-based projects 
that have the potential 
to deliver significant 
improvement in quality 
of life or economic 
opportunities at 
community level.

During each grant funding 
cycle, we analyze trends 
and evaluate the outcomes 
of funded projects. We 
engage in dialogue with 
recipients as well as funding 
partners and listen to their 
recommendations. We use 
what we learn to inform the 
following funding round.

When a project achieves 
or exceeds its objectives, 
the successful community 
or organization may be 
nominated for an ISIF Asia 
Award. These Awards 
provide recognition 
as well as a financial 
contribution and a travel 
grant to attend the Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF). 

In 2012, ISIF Asia introduced 
its new Capacity-Building 
mechanism. This enables 
successful recipients to 
share their experience, to 
carry out additional work, 
or to make project benefits 
more widely available.

All around the world, 
information and 
communications 
technologies have proved 
highly-effective instruments 
for social and economic 
development. ISIF Asia’s 
small grants program 
empowers communities 
and organizations to build 
Internet infrastructure 
services that:

• are affordable and efficient

• use innovative Internet 
applications

• are sustainable models 
for provision of 
Internet services

• may become commercially 
competitive and 
sustainable

Funding mechanisms to promote, 
reward, and sustain innovation

8
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Website 
www.bt.bt 

Grant recipient 
DrukNet, Bhutan Telecom

Project leader 
Tshering Norbu – 
tshering.norbu@bt.bt

Total grant received  
AUD 40,000

CASE STUDY

Enabling the world’s first 
IPv6-Ready economy – Bhutan

In June 1999, Bhutan connected 
to the global Internet. It was one 
of the last economies to do so. 

Bhutan may have missed some early 
Internet experiences, but its late 
introduction to the information society 
presented the economy’s only national 
Internet Service Provider, DrukNet 
(part of Bhutan Telecom) with an 
exciting opportunity to become the 
world’s first IPv6-ready economy.

Unlike the rest of the global Internet 
community, Bhutan did not have a large 
and entrenched IPv4 infrastructure, 
so it could began to benefit from an 
updated network ahead of even the 
most established Internet economies.

Objective

Implement IPv6 across all networks in Bhutan

September 2013 project update

Supported by its ISIF Asia grant, DrukNet 
migrated the core network to IPv6 and 
methodical update of devices at all of 
Bhutan’s ISPs has begun. However, because 
IPv4 addresses are still available to ISPs, the 
migration is not seen as urgent. Nevertheless, 
training and awareness programs continue 
to strengthen and expand IPv6 preparedness 
and to reinforce the importance of IPv6 in 
meeting future network expansion challenges.

9
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Website 
www.gcdwsindia.in 

Grant recipient 
GCDWS – Garhwal Community 
Development and Welfare Society

Project leader 
Dr. Meenakshi Gautham Gautham.
meenakshi@gmail.com

Total grant received  
AUD 38,460

Across large parts of India, medical services 
are delivered by rural health providers 
(RHPs). These are dedicated people 
who do not always have formal medical 
training. To help enhance and standardise 
the quality of RHP healthcare, GCDWS 
developed GuideView, a mobile phone-
delivered system providing step-by-step, 
interactive disease management guidelines.

Objective

• To improve healthcare outcomes in rural India 
through development and deployment of a 
mobile phone-based clinical guidelines system

Preliminary findings and best 
practices achieved

• GCDWS field-tested the system using a 
randomized and controlled study design

• Mobile phones were ideal for communication 
of simple, yet critical information. 

• The system is not appropriate for every case, 
but it has the potential for wider use, and 
for assisting diagnosis and treatment of 
rare conditions not often seen by RHPs 

• RHPs expressed their preference for text and audio 
delivery rather than data-intensive images and video

• Less can be more when it comes to mobile 
phone menu options – GuideView technology 
should be as simple as is practical

• The project facilitated valuable collaboration 
and lasting relationships between RHPs 
and colleagues in related agencies 

• RHPs used the system in unexpected ways.  
For example, as training and recall aids

Project update

GuideView continues to develop and improve 
as it supports health care provision in rural 
areas. In 2011, ISIF Asia selected the project for 
its Mobile services and applications award.

CASE STUDY

GuideView – mobile phone-delivered clinical 
guidelines for rural healthcare in India

10
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Grants

ISIF Asia grants support innovative 
Internet-based projects that can 
be implemented in a period of 
three-to-twelve months.

• ISIF Asia grants are not loans – 
repayment is not required and 
interest on bank deposits should 
be reinvested in the project

• grants are allocated through a 
competitive selection process

• throughout the grant-funded 
project lifecycle, recipients are 
required to provide regular 
technical and financial reports

• funds may be released after ISIF 
Asia review and approval of 
project reports

• small grants funding allows the 
use of flexible and simple 
management tools.

Awards

Awards may be granted to nominated 
projects that are aligned with ISIF 
Asia objectives and eligibility criteria. 
Such projects should be complete or 
in the final stages of implementation 
and they should demonstrate 
significant positive impact. 

Innovation and development 
should be an integral part of 
all award nominations. 

Award winners are bound by terms 
and conditions, which include a 
commitment to attend the Internet 
Governance Forum, or another 
relevant global or regional meeting, 
to showcase their projects.

Award winners are not contractually 
obliged to report on their use of 
award funds. However, we ask award 
winners for a letter that explains 
how the money will be spent. 

Our latest funding innovation, Capacity 
Building, enables successful recipient 
teams to do more to make their projects 
sustainable, or to make development 
benefits more widely available.

During 2013, ISIF Asia Capacity Building 
funding supported three projects:

• Shamila Keyani from UM Health Trust 
Pakistan (grant recipient 2010 and 2013) 
received support to attend the TEDMED 
conference in Washington http://www.
umtrust.org/event/how-i-saw-tedmed-2013/

• iSolutions (PISCES project – grant recipient 
2013) received support to cover travel 
expenses for a Prof. Laura Hossman to 
connect the Chuuk Women’s Council to 
PISCES and provided additional training 
http://youtu.be/g-o1KgES9W4.

• Kanchana Kanchanasut and Apinun 
Tunpan / intERlab (grant recipient 2009) 
received support to attend the Wireless 
Summit in Berlin in October 2013, where 
they will showcase the DUMBO project 
as a part of panel exploring the use of 
wireless networks in disaster management 

ISIF Asia funding mechanisms explained

11
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1. Pre-screening

The ISIF Asia Secretariat 
reviews all applications and 
eliminates those that are 
incomplete, duplicated, 
out-of-scope, not aligned 
with funding categories or 
is from an economy outside 
the Asia Pacific region 
as defined by APNIC. 

2. Initial assessment 

The Selection Committee 
prepares a short list from 
the applications received. 
Applications accepted by 

both committee members 
undergo a full assessment. 
Applications rejected by one 
or both committee members 
may be reassessed later.

3. Full assessment 
The committee reviews, 
give comments, and ranks 
the short list of applications 
based on the eligibility criteria. 
A list of finalists is compiled 
for the final decision.

4. Final decision
The committee reviews 
the finalists and allocates 

funding based on the ranking, 
geographical coverage balance, 
and funding categories, 
among other considerations. 
The finalists are contacted 
by the ISIF Asia Secretariat 
to provide any clarification 
needed about any aspects of 
the application. The committee 
presents a list of final award 
winners and grant recipients 
to the Steering Committee 
for ratification. A final 
announcement is made once 
all the conditions to receive 
ISIF Asia funding have been 
accepted by the candidates.

Step 2

Step 4

Step 1 Step 3

How the ISIF 
Asia selection 
process works ISIF Asia funding partners 

are fully engaged 

ISIF Asia’s funding partners provide much 
more than money. They are actively 
involved in the entire funding process. 

Our Steering Committee has a representative 
from each funding partner organization. 
Each year, the Committee develops and 
improves the funding process as it reviews 
program outcomes, objectives and logistics. 
All decisions are reached by consensus. 

To ensure maximum benefit for funded 
projects, the committee continually strives 
to make the process efficient. In recent 
years, it has greatly simplified application 
and pre-screening processes, which 
are now conducted entirely online.

One representative from each of the 
funding partners, and one from each 
sponsor, serve on the six-member 
Selection Committee. They review grant 
applications and nominations for awards.

12
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APNIC’s supporting role

APNIC supports ISIF Asia by providing 
effective, transparent and accountable 
administrative services and detailed 
project management. It promotes 
the funding program at regional and 
global forums. It also follows-up on the 
implementation of all funded projects and 
further development of award winners.

ISIF Asia founding partners Funding partners Sponsors

13
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ISIF Asia helps candidate project teams 
to make their best case for funding

ISIF Asia aims to empower developing 
communities to design and deploy their own 
Internet based solutions to improve life chances 
and economic opportunities. However, we don’t 
simply publish a call for grant applications and 
wait for convincing funding cases to review. 

Why? Because some development communities that 
could most benefit from an ISIF Asia grant may not be 
the most expert at making a case for funding. The ISIF 
Asia grants allocation process is rightly competitive, but 
it should be about maximum community development 
benefit, not about which applicant team can put 
together the most professional looking presentation.

Since 2008, we have offered online support to 
applicants. In 2013, in an attempt to ensure that we 
target grants at communities that can benefit the 
most, we held our first face-to-face workshop to 
assist funding candidates from the Pacific Islands.

Grant proposals development workshop for the 
Pacific Islands, Port-Vila, Vanuatu, June 2013

Hosted by the Vanuatu Internet Exchange and facilitated 
by Bruce Baikie (Inveneo), this two-day workshop coached 
14 Pacific Islanders from Vanuatu, Tonga, Tuvalu, Kiribati, 
Niue, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, and the Cook Islands on how 
to express their innovative ideas and the needs of their 
communities as a successful grant application proposal. 

The workshop was recorded for others to access. The video 
and additional on-demand materials are available at  
http://isif.asia/Pacific_Islands_Workshop 

Administrative procedures, reporting and 
networking workshop, Brisbane, 2010

Attended by seven of the eight selected grant 
recipients for 2010, this workshop focused on 
technical and financial reporting requirements and 
it explored budgeting issues. Attendees came from 
India, Sri Lanka, Australia, Bhutan and Vietnam.

Effective development funding 
is about much more than 
distributing cash

14
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Grant application presentation and applicant 
networking workshop, Hyderabad, India, 2008

We brought together nine representatives of the 
eleven short-listed projects from Sri Lanka, Vietnam, 
India, Nepal, Philippines and Indonesia. They presented 
their proposals to the Selection Committee and met 
with fellow applicants. The workshop took place 
before the IGF meeting in Hyderabad. In a non-
competitive context, applicants received support that 

enabled them to make their strongest possible funding 
case. Funding application teams refined their project 
designs informed by feedback from their peers.

The Selection Committee and a facilitator, worked as 
mentors to assist project representatives to assess the 
scope of their proposed projects and to clearly articulate 
the projects’ innovation and development benefits. 
Participants also learnt about technical and financial 
reporting requirements and explored budgeting issues.

15
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Website 
www.dili.villagetelco.org

Grant recipient 
Rowetel

Project leader 
David Rowe –  
david@rowetel.com

Total grant received  
AUD 39,800

Timor Leste is one of the poorest 
economies in Asia. In Dili, the capital 
city, mobile and fixed-line telephony 
is available but unaffordable for most 
Timorese. The project enables free calls 
over unlicensed Wi-Fi spectrum and a 
low-cost backbone for local IP traffic.

The project started as a partnership 
between Rowetel, a private company in 
Australia, and FONGTIL, an NGO umbrella 
organization in Timor Leste. The “Village 
Telco” system deploys low-cost wireless 
access points with a built-in analog 
telephony adapter. An ISIF Asia grant 
facilitated the first real-world  
deployment of the system.  
(See www.villagetelco.org/mesh-potato).

Objectives

• Train local community members to 
roll out a Village Telco network

• Deploy a 100-node Village Telco 
network across metropolitan Dili

• Encourage community Internet use 
and content generation

Preliminary findings and best 
practices achieved

• It is practical, cost-effective and beneficial 
to train local people to implement a 
community telephone and IP network

• Local phone calls are the most popular feature

• Lower than expected demand for 
international calls led to a review of prices 
to ensure financial sustainability

Dili Village Telco – innovative affordable  
mesh-networking brings telephony and  
Internet benefits to Timor Leste 

CASE STUDY
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Dili Village Telco – innovative affordable  
mesh-networking brings telephony and  
Internet benefits to Timor Leste 

• Wi-Fi interference and finding clear line-of-sight 
links can be problematic in a city as densely 
populated as Dili – the community, local government 
and NGOs collaborated in identifying new tower 
locations enabling further expansion of the network

• Mesh Potato is easier to set up than a 
traditional point-to-point Wi-Fi network

• Careful logistics and planning met local 
team and hardware requirements

• Comprehensive training and 
documentation empowered the local team

• The project emphasised local troubleshooting

• Stable software and hardware 
minimised the need for debugging

Project update

In September 2013 the network continues to 
grow. Village Telco networks are now operating 
in three locations: Dili, with 60 nodes; Baucau 
with nine nodes; and Ermera with six nodes. 

The project team has established an open 
source organization to promote further Village 
Telco network rollout, and to offer open source 
solutions for education. They have also deployed 
local caching of Linux and Wikipedia content to 
guarantee access to valuable resources. Local 
government is supporting a comprehensive 
training program for the 80 people who look 
after network installation and configuration.

17
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News from around the ISIF Asia grant 
and award winners’ community

The Jaroka Tele-
Healthcare Project, 
a joint collaboration between 
UM Healthcare, NUST, and 
APPNA, won the 2011 
Billionth Award’s Health 
category. The project was 
recognized for its interactive 
interfaces, innovative design, 
aesthetics, accessibility, 
and its content and utility 
value. The project aims 
to provide better access 
to healthcare for poor 
and isolated communities 
around the globe. ISIF Asia 
supported Jaroka in 2009. 

The transliteration 
module from Urdu to 
Hindi developed by the 
Punjabi University in India in 
2009 has been integrated 
into the Indian Language 
Machine Translation (ILMT) 
pipeline for Urdu to Hindi. 
ILMT is a consortium of 
Indian organizations working 
to minimize language barriers 
in a multilingual nation.

Developed by Synapse Health 
in The Philippines in 2009, 
the Health Emergency 
Disaster Information 
System (HEDIS) is a mobile 
solution for use during 
disaster events using Google 

Maps as a Geographic 
Information System (GIS). 
Completion of the HEDIS 
project enabled the 
development of technologies 
to be applied to Surveillance 
in Post Extreme Emergencies 
and Disasters (SPEED), 
a joint initiative of the 
World Health Organization 
and the Philippines 
Department of Health.

Kanchana Kanchanasut 
(Thailand) and Gihan Dias (Sri 
Lanka) have been inducted 
into the Internet Hall of 
Fame for their “outstanding 
contributions to the 
development of the Internet”. 

18

To contents page



They were recipients of 
ISIF Asia grants in 2009. 

Emani Fakaotimanava-Lui, 
award winner from Rocket 
Systems (Niue), attended the 
IGF in Nairobi (Kenya). He 
has been actively involved 
in Internet Governance 
discussions, placing the 
Pacific Islands into the global 
context. He was elected to 
the PICISOC Board 2012-
2014 and is currently serving 
as Secretary of the Board. He 
was selected as ALS fellow 
for the ICANN meeting in 
Beijing, and invited to the 
Internet Society INET in 
Geneva 2012. In 2013, he 

co-facilitated the Pacific 
Communities Online panel 
at the New Zealand IGF - 
NetHui. In a video interview, 
he talks about what an ISIF 
Asia award has meant for the 
project and the additional 
opportunities it has opened 
up. The interview is available 
on ISIF Asia’s YouTube 
channel 
http://www.youtube.com/
user/TheISIFGrantsAwards.

ISIF Asia 2011 award 
winner, CCHR – 
Cambodia Centre for 
Human Rights, received 
a University of Queensland 
Communication for Social 

Change Award in 2013. 
CCHR was recognized for its 
work developing the Sithi 
Portal. The Portal facilitates 
monitoring, documentation 
and information sharing 
around political and civil 
rights issues. The award 
included a cash prize and 
an opportunity to travel to 
Brisbane, Australia to present 
the work to students, senior 
staff and the University’s 
funding partners. CCHR 
representative, Sopheap 
Chak, visited APNIC offices 
during her stay and took 
part in a video interview, 
which can be viewed on 
the ISIF YouTube channel. 

Arun Mehta (BAPSI, India), 
an ISIF Asia grant recipient 
in 2013, has won the fourth 
NCPEDP-MphasiS Universal 
Design Awards, 2013 in 
the Working Professionals 
category. As a result of 
his recognition Arun was 
invited as a panelist at the 
Google Accessibility Summit 
in September 2013. At 
that event, he contributed 
to a discussion about the 
future of Internet and 
mobile device accessibility.
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Since our inception we have been determined 
to ensure that the development benefits 
of ISIF Asia funding are enjoyed by all 
sections of recipient communities. We have 
placed special emphasis on encouraging 
project teams to demonstrate development 
benefits for women in their communities.

Clearly, there are many possible Internet-
based development initiatives that are gender-
neutral, so we do not require all funding 
applications to address gender issues.

ISIF Asia aims for fairness 
and equity in development 
funding outcomes

2012 award

The Ligtas Buntis project 
(Molave Development 
Foundation Inc., Philippines) 
has a very clear gender 
emphasis. It improves 
reporting and recording 
of pre and post-natal data 
and provides maternal 
education to encourage 
and empower women and 
their families to engage in 
positive maternal health 
behaviors. The project has 
boosted uptake of maternal 
health services in rural 
areas, district hospitals and 
other health facilities.

2013 award

Amar Desh Amar Gram 
/ My Country My Village 
(Future Solution For 
Business, Bangladesh). This 
project created a virtual 
marketplace that improved 
economic opportunities 
for small-scale agricultural 
producers. Previously 
economically marginalized 
women are among the 
biggest beneficiaries. 

Gender focus in ISIF Asia grants and awards

20

To contents page



2013 grants

Four of the five ISIF Asia 2013 
grant-funded projects have 
clear gender emphasis. 

• Integrated Maternal and Child 
Healthcare Delivery and Training for 
Community Health Teams, Access 
Health International (Philippines)

• Developing Mobile Based 
Application to Support Pregnant 
Women, Yagiten Pvt. Ltd. (Nepal)

• Internet Rights are Women’s 
Rights, Point of View in partnership 
with Association for Progressive 
Communications (India)

• Promoting Women’s Rights 
and Safety Online: Addressing 
Electronic Violence Against 
Women (eVAW), Foundation for 
Media Alternatives (Philippines)

2010 grants
• Empowering mountain 

communities: Localized support kit 
and training for community wireless 
networks. E-Network Research and 
Development (ENRD) – Nepal.

• Interactive, structured, multi-
modal clinical guidelines to 
improve quality of care by Rural 
Healthcare providers. Garhwal 
Community Development and 
Welfare Society (GCDWS) – India.

2009 grants

• Capacity Building for Female Health 
Workers using ICT-based Tele-
healthcare. School of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer 
Science, National University of 
Science and Technology. Rural 
Mardan, NWFP – Pakistan
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Website 
www.dumbo-technology.interlab.ait.asia 

Grant recipient 
Internet Education and Research 
Laboratory (intERLab), AIT

Project leader 
Professor Kanchana Kanchanasut

Total grant received  
AUD 29,776

Every year, millions of people face 
disaster and its terrifying consequences. 
Disaster situations often disable 
established communication systems. 
DUMBO (Digital Ubiquitous Broadband 
OLSR) is developing an easy-to-manage 
emergency communication system. It 
turns ordinary laptops and mobile devices 
into the building blocks of a rescue and 
recovery communications platform.

Objectives
• Address infrastructure and technology-

related connectivity problems
• Educate the community to make 

DUMBO accessible as open source
• Create a website to disseminate information on 

how to build and deploy a DUMBO system
• Develop out-of-box software tools, manuals, 

training materials, and case studies
• Develop relationships with local technical personnel

Preliminary findings and best practices achieved
• Interference poses a challenge 

for wireless deployments

• Solid technical knowledge about IP / 
Wireless equipment is key to overcome 
deployment and training difficulties

• Regular and stable battery recharge 
of all equipment is critical

• Interoperability tests are a must, when 
planing a mobile ad hoc network

• Continuos research for new technologies to be adopted 
as alternative solutions helps to provide better service

• Redundancy for emergency 
communications support is required

• Technical training and documentation 
must be delivered to the community

• Part of the project work is to built relationships 
with R&D and funding organizations.

Project update – September 2013
The team is working to create new ways to 
enable remote communities to use DUMBO 
mobile routers, not only in post disaster 
scenarios, but in their daily lives. In addition 
to providing a solution to disaster 
preparedness, the team sees DUMBO as an 
important bridge across the digital divide.

CASE STUDY

DUMBO – disaster recovery networks 
in Thailand and beyond
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Website 
enrd.org 

Grant recipient 
E-Networking Research and 
Development (ENRD)

Project leader 
Mahabir Pun –  
mahabir@himanchal.org

Total grant received  
AUD 40,000

The Nepal Wireless Networking Project 
began in 2002. It provides Internet 
connectivity to isolated villages in the 
Himalayan mountain region. Before 
the project, local community members 
struggled to troubleshoot network 
problems because of understandably 
limited technical knowledge and language 
issues. E-Networking Research and 
Development won ISIF Asia support 
for a training program to enable local 
people to become self-reliant.

Objective

• Empower mountain community 
members to build and maintain their 
own wireless Internet infrastructure

• Ensure network quality is sufficient for 
reliable delivery of basic communications, 
health, and education services

Preliminary findings and best 
practices achieved

• Benefits are maximised when communications 
networks are run by local people who 
understand their community’s needs

• Local people with a high school education 
make great Wi-Fi technicians

• Network deployment and maintenance 
plans work best when they take into 
account the characteristics, capacity and 
needs of individual communities

• Wi-Fi is a cost-effective option for building 
long-range wireless networks in remote areas

• Producing power to run equipment in isolated, 
mountainous locations is the biggest challenge

Project update

Nepal Wireless Networking continues 
to grow. It now offers a wide range of 
services to mountain communities. In 
2012, ISIF Asia selected the project for its 
Innovation on access provision award.

CASE STUDY

Empowering Nepalese mountain communities to 
build and maintain their own wireless networks
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eToro: Penans community 
indigenous botanical 
knowledge management 
system – Malaysia. Institute 
of Social Informatics and 
Technological Innovations, 
UNIMAS, and the local 
community of Long Lamai.

Indigenous community 
knowledge of local plant 
life is valuable – priceless 

perhaps. Community elders 
are understandably keen to 
pass on this cultural capital to 
successor generations. But, 
with 21st Century development 
comes competing priorities 
for young peoples’ attention. 
A community’s indigenous 
botanical knowledge was in 
danger of disappearing. Through 
the eToro project, the Penan 

community of Long Lamai 
in Sarawak is preserving its 
valuable wisdom. Researchers 
worked in partnership with 
the people of this remote rural 
village in Malaysian Borneo near 
the Kalimantan border. Together, 
they defined cultural protocols 
and ICT tools for gathering, 
managing and preserving an 
irreplaceable cultural asset.

2013 Award winners 
Innovation on access provision
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Shikkhok.com – Bangladesh.

Shikkhok.com provides 
free Bengali language 
education courses to rural 
and disadvantaged students 
in Bangladesh and India. It 
brings together educators 
and researchers from all over 
the world to create content. 

The project has 31 courses 
ranging from school to 
university level. At the time of 
writing, 75,000 students had 
accessed the courses. Since 
August 2012, it has delivered 
1.3 million video lectures.

The project has developed 
innovative methods to reach 

rural students who don’t have 
Internet access. For example, 
releasing course material 
through mobile phone shops, 
where students can load it onto 
their low-cost mobile phones. 
There is also a Raspberry Pi-
based initiative in which credit 
card-sized computers are pre-
loaded with course materials.

RuaiSMS empowering grass roots communities – 
West Kalimantan, Indonesia. Ruai Television Station

RuaiSMS empowers people from indigenous communities 
to become citizen journalists. By training approximately 
200 community members to use their mobile phones 
for newsgathering, RuaiTV has placed some of the 
power and influence of its newsroom at the disposal of 
previously marginalized grass roots communities. They 
now have the information and resources they need to 
hold companies and public servants to account.

Innovation on learning and localization

Code for the common good
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Design and Development 
of Precision Agriculture 
Information System, 
Bangladesh (Department 
of Computer Science & 
Engineering, University of Dhaka) 

“Precision agriculture” is 
intelligent, cost-effective 

farming. It maximizes yields 
while optimizing inputs to 
sustain the environment. It can 
deliver significant economic, 
ecological and environmental 
benefits. This project uses 
ICT to monitor, manage and 
distribute information needed 
for smart, sustainable, highly-

productive farming. The 
project team worked with 
local communities to deploy 
sensor devices and GPRS-based 
wireless data communications 
to gather data for a web-
based information system.

Amar Desh Amar Gram (My 
Country My Village) – Bangladesh. 
Future Solution For Business

Amar Desh Amar Gram, which translates 
as “My country My village” is a project 
connecting rural producers to consumers. 
This is not “conventional” Amazon.com-
style e-commerce based on cavernous 
warehouses full of inventory. It is pragmatic, 

accessible e-commerce that empowers 
rural producers through affordable 
Internet-connected devices. It brings 
ICT development benefits to the most 
remote parts of Bangladesh, changing 
lives and opening up opportunity. 

2013 Award winners continued 

Rights

Community choice award
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* Nominated in previous years

ONLINE VOTING RESULTS

 Indonesia
  ●  201 Love Indonesia
   ●  21 RuaiSMS to empower grass root communities*
 ●  13 Sungai - A Web-based Dashboard for River 

Management

 235 Votes

 Nepal
 ● 1700 Broadcasting agricultural

radio for agricultural development

 1700 Votes

 Pakistan
 ● ● ●  504 VDrive  - Providing Storage via 

Volunteer Computing*
  ● ● ●  73 Clicksafe: Browser Security Threat 

Detection and Mitigation via Addon*

 ● 2 eLibrary in Jahangirabad community 
Multan, Pakistan

 579 Votes

 India
  ● ● 812 MTNL Broadband ISP Billing System (In-House)

  ● ●  794 An Integrated Intranet system: 
A combination of CRM, HRIS, O&M and 
Information Management

 ●  21 Young Masters Programme (YMP) on 
Sustainable Development. An Innovative 
Online course introduced in Indian Schools

 ● ●  3 eVidyaloka Remote education services

 1630 Votes

Bangladesh
  ●  2237 Design and Development of Precision

Agriculture Information System for Bangladesh
  ● ●  906 Amar Desh Amar Gram 

(My Country My Village)
 ● ●  106 Shikkhok.com
 ● ●  23 UnnayanTV - A Open Video Channel 

from Bangladesh

 3272 Votes

 Sri Lanka
  ●  1454 Shilpa Sayura
  ●  184 Global Availability Through Connectivity

 1638 Votes

 Malaysia
 ● ● ●  8 eToro: Indigenous Botanical Knowledge

Management System of Penans
   ● ●  2 Where is my baby?
 ● ●  2 Sinar Project*

 12 Votes

 
Vanuatu

  ● ●  13 LiteGateway Network Access System

 13 Votes

 Philippines
 ●  564 Technology Package for Student Learning 

Empowerment: Mathematics Courseware 
for Tablet PC

  ●  254 Rights, Science, and Secularism: 
Advocacy Online and On the Streets

  ●  60 #Digibak: Digital Activism Program

 878 Votes

2013 COMMUNITY CHOICE AWARD 
Rights

Code for the common good

Innovation on access provision

innovation on learning and localization

10
8

14 7

CATEGORIES

Academic sector

Civil society

Government

Private sector

66

4
8

TYPE OF
ORGANIZATION
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• Smart phones for the deaf 
blind, Bidirectional Access 
Promotion Society (India)

• Cloud-based application 
measuring and controlling 
electricity used for 
Indonesian houses, 
Binus International 
University (Indonesia)

• Pacific Islands schools, 
connectivity, education, 
and solar (PISCES) project, 
iSolutions (Micronesia)

• Real-time hepatitis 
reporting and surveillance 

system in low-resource 
settings using ICT and 
mobile phones, UM 
Healthcare Trust (Pakistan)

• Driver distraction 
management using sensor 
data cloud, Department 
of Computer Science and 
Engineering, University 
of Dhaka (Bangladesh)

• Integrated maternal 
and child healthcare 
delivery and training 
for community health 
teams, Access Health 

International (Philippines)
• Developing mobile-based 

application to support 
pregnant women, 
Yagiten Pvt. Ltd. (Nepal)

• Building low-cost 
telecommunications 
infrastructure in Myanmar: 
Localization and Training 
of a Practical Guide, First 
Myanmar Korea Group 
Co. Ltd. (Myanmar)

• Internet rights are 
women’s rights, Point of 
View in partnership with 

Association for Progressive 
Communications (India)

• Promoting women’s 
rights and safety online: 
addressing electronic 
violence against women 
(eVAW), Foundation 
for Media Alternatives 
(Philippines)

• Sinar Project, 
Transparency International 
Malaysia (Malaysia)

Funding recipients’ reports

These reports describe ISIF Asia grant recipients’ 
activities, decision-making strategies, processes, 
and challenges. They illustrate how ISIF Asia-
supported teams demonstrated ingenuity and 
outstanding commitment in bringing the benefits 
of the Information Society to their communities. 

ISIF Asia and our grant recipients share these reports 
so that everybody can benefit and build upon these 
achievements. The reports are available under a Creative 
Commons License at the Grants section of our website. 
Specific reports are linked from the year when the 
recipient received ISIF Asia support –  http://isif.asia/grant 

Grant-funded projects in 2013
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Grant-funded projects in 2009 

• Efficient and reliable GPS 
wireless ad hoc sensor 
networks for marine 
monitoring, search and 
rescue (MSnR). Bac Ha 
International University 
of Hanoi, (Vietnam)

• Mobile portal for fisheries 
community services, 
National Institute of 
Fisheries & Nautical 
Engineering (Sri Lanka)

• Accessibility for the 
print-impaired (ALIPI), 
Servelots Infotech 
Pvt Ltd (India)

• Towards world’s first 
IPv6-ready country, 
Bhutan Telecom Ltd. 
Druknet (Bhutan)

• Empowering mountain 
community to maintain 
and build wireless 

network through 
localized support 
kit and training, 
E-Networking Research 
and Development 
(ENRD) (Nepal)

• VIPNet: A virtual 
IPv6 application test 
bed, University of 
Colombo, School of 
Computing (Sri Lanka)

• Dili Village Telco,  
Rowetel (Timor Leste 
and Australia)

• Interactive, structured, 
multi-modal clinical 
guidelines to improve 
quality of care by rural 
healthcare providers, 
Garhwal Community 
Development and 
Welfare Society (India)

• Development of 
emergency networks 
training and tools kit, 
The Internet Education 
and Research Laboratory 
(intERLab), Asian Institute 
of Technology (Thailand)

• Capacity building for 
female health workers 
in rural areas through 
the use of ICT and 
mobile-based tele-
healthcare, The School 
of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science, 
National University 
of Science and 
Technology (Pakistan)

• A low-cost digital 
forensic investigation 
infrastructure for a 
third world country, 
The University of 

Colombo School of 
Computing (Sri Lanka)

• Broadband Internet 
access for rural areas 
of Vietnam using 
WiMAX technology via 
television broadcasting 
infrastructure, The 
Bac Ha International 
University (Vietnam)

• VoIP as a model 
applicable to 
developing countries, 
One Destination 
Center, (Indonesia)

• Web-based transliteration 
and translation system 
between Urdu and 
Hindi languages, Punjabi 
University (India)

(continued overleaf)

Grant-funded projects in 2010
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• High-speed backbone 
for Nepal Research and 
Education Network, Nepal 
Research and Education 
Network (Nepal)

• Localised high-
performance e-mail 
for telecentres and 
schools, Department 
of Computer Science & 
Engineering, University 
of Moratuwa (Sri Lanka)

• Health, emergency and 
disaster information 
using mobile and virtual 
earth technology, 
SynapseHealth 
(Philippines)

• AirJaldi bandwidth 
maximizer: proving 
concepts, demonstrating 
potential and viability, 
AirJaldi Networks (India)

• Meshing Up 
Mahavilachchiya, 
Horizon Lanka 
Foundation (Sri Lanka)

Award winners in 2013

• Innovation on access 
provision: eToro Indigenous 
Botanical Knowledge 
management system of 
Penans, Institute of Social 
Informatics and Technological 
Innovations (ISITI-CoERI), 
UNIMAS and the local 
community of Long Lamai, 
Sarawak (Malaysia)

• Innovation on learning 
and localization: Shikkhok.
com (Bangladesh)

• Code for the common 
good: RuaiSMS to empower 
grass root communities, Ruai 
Television Station (Indonesia)

• Rights: Amar Desh Amar 
Gram (My Country My 
Village), Future Solution 
For Business (Bangladesh)

• Community Choice 
Award: Design and 
development of precision 
agriculture information 
system, Department of 
Computer Science & 
Engineering, University 
of Dhaka (Bangladesh)

Award winners in 2012

• Innovation on access 
provision: Nepal Wireless 
Networking Project, 
E-Networking Research 
and Development (Nepal)

• Innovation on learning 
and localization: Ligtas 
Buntis: Safe motherhood 
project using SMS 
Technologies, Molave 
Development Foundation 
Inc. (Philippines)

• Code for the common 
good: Empowering non-
profit organizations and 
micro-enterprises with 
ECHO, Corpcom Services 
Sdn Bhd (Malaysia)

• Rights: Climate Radio - 
Climate Voice, Machizo 
Multimedia Communication 
(Bangladesh)

• Community Choice 
Award: HajjLocator - Mobile 
Interactive Monitoring 
and Tracking System for 
Hajj Pilgrims, Universiti 
Teknologi (Malaysia).

Award winners in 2011

• Innovation on access 
provision: Dili Village Telco, 
Rowetel and FONGTIL,  
(Australia and Timor Leste)

• Rights: Cambodian 
Human Rights Portal, 
Cambodian Center for 
Human Rights (Cambodia)

• Localization and capacity 
building: Internet Niue 
Rocket Systems Limited (Niue)

• Mobile services and 
applications: Interactive 
guidelines for quality 
rural health care, Garhwal 
Community Development 
and Welfare Society (India)
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ISIF Asia has contributed to 
the empowerment of many 
communities across Asia Pacific 
to engage with the Information 
society and to use the Internet 
strategically to serve their needs. 

Our funding and mentoring has 
helped to improve quality of life for 
thousands of people. It has led to 
better – often first-time – access to 
jobs, education, and healthcare.

But we have not achieved this on our 
own. ISIF Asia exists only because 
of the vision and generosity of our 
partners and sponsors; because of 
the imagination, determination, hard 
work and commitment of ISIF Asia 
grants and awards recipients.

With your help, we can make 
even more of a positive difference 
in the coming years. 

We invite – we challenge – 
companies, governments, NGOs, and 
enlightened philanthropists to join 
us in our mission to help developing 
communities to help themselves 
through innovative use of ICT. 

Our partners and sponsors give 
more than money. They provide 
their experience and advice. They 
help to identify or encourage 
innovative development projects.

We offer flexible partnership 
and sponsorship opportunities. 
Organizations and individuals can 

support the program through 
packages tailored to suit their specific 
expertise, resources and interests.

Take the first step to becoming 
an ISIF Asia partner or sponsor by 
visiting us at www.isif.asia, or send 
us an email at info@isif.asia.

Be a part of ISIF Asia
How you can help to empower 
communities to innovate their 
way to development

“There are many high-profile examples 
of Internet-based development, such 
as the proliferation of community 
wireless networks in remote areas. 
This can create a perception that 
ICT development projects no longer 
need our support. On the contrary, 
there are more opportunities than 
ever to help developing communities 
to innovate their way to improved 
quality of life and to opportunity.” 

Paul Wilson, APNIC Director General
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013
Funding mechanism Grants Grants Awards Grants and awards Grants and awards

Applications received 148 207 46 32 award nominations
122 grant proposals

24 award nominations 
139 grant proposals

Average amount 
requested

USD 29,000 AUD 37,000 Grants not allocated
Awards AUD 7,500 plus 
a travel grant to IGF

AUD 26077.40
Awards AUD 3,000 plus a travel grant to the IGF

Information not available yet, pre-screening process 
currently underway to verify data.

Use of funds requested 
for grants allocation

Equipment 28%
Personnel 33%
Research 5%
Professional services 6%
Support services 1%
Training 1%
International travel 0%

Equipment 44%
Personnel 32%
Research 8%
Professional services 12%
Support services 1%
Training 1%
International travel 2%

All award winners receive 
same amount AUD 3,000

Award winners not requested to present formal 
plans for cash prize use.

Information not available yet, pre-screening process  
currently underway to verify data.

Grants:
Equipment 51.18%
Personnel 54.7%
Research 17.7%

Professional services 20.55%
Support services 9.57%
Training 4.93%
International Travel 6.77%

Sustainability strategy Yes 68%
No 0%
Not provided 24%

Yes 58%
No 29%
Not provided 13%

Yes 100% Yes 72%
No 15%
Not provided 13%

Information not available yet, pre-screening process 
 currently underway to verify data.

Average project duration 10.9 months 11.4 months Information not collected during 
the awards nomination process.

Not applicable for awards
6.9 months for grants

Information not available yet, pre-screening process  
currently underway to verify data.

Organizational types Academic org. (19) 17%
Government (11) 10%
Non profit (64) 57%
Private sector (19) 17%

Academic org (46) 25%
Government (13) 7%
Non profit  (108) 58%
Private sector (18) 10%

Academic org (13) 29%
Government (1) 2%
Non profit  (20) 44%
Private sector (11) 24%

Awards: 
Academia (12) 38%
Civil society (11) 34% 
Government (1) 3%
Private sector (8) 25%

Grants: 
Academic sector (32) 27% 
Government (19) 16%
Civil society (46) 39%
Private sector (20) 17%

Awards: 
Academia (6) 25%
Government (4) 17%
Civil society (8) 33%
Private sector (6) 25%

Grants: 
Academic sector (30) 22%
Civil Society (59) 42%
Government (15) 11%
Private sector (35) 25%

Team structure Average team size 1.8
Female 29%
Male 71%
Nationals 99%
Foreigners 1%

Academic qualifications: 
86% have at least 1 PhD 
team member.

Average team size 3.6

Female 32%
Male 68%

Nationals 92%
Foreigners 8%

Academic qualifications: 92% have 
at least 1 PhD team member.

Information not collected during 
the awards nomination process.

Information not collected during the awards nomination process Information not available yet, pre-screening process  
currently underway to verify data.

Grants:
Average team size 3.27

Female 33.1% 
Male 66.8%

Nationals 97%
Foreigners 3%

Academic qualifications: 92% have 
at least 1PhD team member

Funding sources Most common sources are 
Government funds and ICT4D grants

Most common sources are 
Government funds and ICT4D grants

Most common sources are 
Government funds and ICT4D grants

Most common sources are Government funds and ICT4D grants Most common sources are Government funds and ICT4D grants

Facts and 
figures about 
application 
process

A high percentage of funds 
requested supports payments 
to personnel, making it essential 
for recipient organizations to 
retain qualified staff. Very limited 
resources are allocated towards 
professional or other support 
services, highlighting the importance 
of the support of in-house teams. 
Although a variety of funding 
sources to support project activities 
and operations are described by the 
applicants, government funds and 
ICT4D grants continue to be the 
most common sources of funding 
sought by prospective applicants, 
which indicates a rather limited 
implementation of sustainability 
strategies and income generation.
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2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Funding mechanism Grants up to USD 30,000 Grants up to AUD 40,000 Awards AUD 7,500 plus 
a travel grant to the IGF

Grants up to AUD 30,000
Awards AUD 3,000 plus 
travel grant to the IGF

Grants up to AUD 30,000
Awards AUD 3,000 plus 
travel grant to the IGF
Capacity building fund 
support up to AUD 2,000

Prescreening 148 207 46 Awards: 32
Grants: 126

Awards: 25
Grants: 139

Rejected 
(incomplete, 
out of scope)

35 7 3 Awards: 12
Grants: 9 

Awards: 1
Grants: 0 

Initial Selection 
Committee 
assessment

113 64 16 Awards: 20
Grants: 117 

Awards: 24
Grants: 78

Full assessment 18 21 8 Awards: 6
Grants: 35

Awards: 13
Grants: on-going

Semifinalist 11 9 8 Awards: 4
Grants: 15 

Awards: 4
Grants: on-going

Winners 11 8 4 Awards: 5
Grants: 11

Awards: 5 
Grants: on-going

Facts and figures about the selection process
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Facts and figures about selected recipients

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Economies that 
received funding

India (2)
Indonesia (1)
Nepal (1)
Pakistan (1)
Sri Lanka (3)
Thailand (1)
Philippines (1)
Vietnam (1)

Australia/Timor 
Leste (1)
Bhutan (1)
India (2)
Nepal (1)
Sri Lanka (2)
Vietnam (1)

India (1)
Australia/Timor 
Leste (1)
Niue (1)
Cambodia (1)

Awards: 
Malaysia (2) Philippines (1)
Bangladesh (1) Nepal (1) 

Grants (projects implemented 
during 2013): 
India (2) Indonesia (1)
Micronesia (1) Pakistan (1)
Bangladesh (1) Philippines (2)
Nepal (1) Myanmar (1)
Malaysia (1)

Awards: 
Bangladesh (3)
Indonesia (1)
Malaysia (1)

Grants (projects 
implemented during 
2014): Selection on-going

Organization 
types supported

Academia (6)
Civil society (4)
Government (0)
Private sector (1)

Academia (2)
Civil society (2)
Government (2)
Private sector (1)

Academia (0)
Civil society (3)
Government (0)
Private sector (1)

Awards: 
Academia (1) Civil society (3)
Government (0) Private sector (1)

Grants: 
Academia (2) Civil society (6)
Government (0) Private sector (3)

Awards:
Academia (3) Civil society (0)
Government (0) 
Private sector (2)

Grants (projects 
implemented during 
2014): Selection on-going

Total prize funds 
allocated

USD 321,701.06 AUD 317,830.22 AUD 42,000 Awards: AUD 15,000 for cash 
prizes plus AUD 30,000 for 
travel grants to IGF Baku

Grants: AUD 330,000 budgeted 
(reports in progress)

Awards: AUD 15,000 for 
cash prizes plus AUD 30,000 
budgeted for travel grants to 
IGF Bali (Logistics on-going)

Grants: AUD 330,000 budgeted 
(selection process on-going)
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Armenia (1)
Australia (3)
Bangladesh (5)
Bhutan (3)
Cambodia (2)
China (4)
Fiji (6)
India (28)
Indonesia (9)
Malaysia (1)
Mongolia (1)
Myanmar (2)
Nepal (5)
New Zealand (2)
Pakistan  (7)
Papua New Guinea (1) 
Philippines (11)
Singapore (1)
Sri Lanka (9)
Thailand (2)
Tonga (1)
Vietnam (9)

economies

2009

22 

Australia (3)
Bangladesh (22)
Bhutan (1)
Cambodia (6)
China (2)
Fiji (2)
India (37)
Indonesia (3)
Rep. of Korea (2)
Laos (1)
Malaysia (22)
Maldives (1)
Mongolia (3)
Myanmar (3)
Nepal (10)
New Caledonia (1)
New Zealand (1)
Pakistan (21)
Palau (1)
Papua New Guinea (1)
Philippines (12)
Samoa (1)
Sri Lanka (17)
Thailand (3)
Vietnam (8)
Regional (1) 

economies

2010

25 
New Zealand (2)
India (14)
Indonesia (1)
Vietnam (2)
Sri Lanka (6)
Nepal (1)
Malaysia (1)
The Philippines (4) 
Australia (2)
Timor Leste (1)
Bangladesh (5)
Pakistan (1)
Mongolia (2)
Cambodia (1)
Niue (1)
Thailand (1)
China (1)

economies

2011

17

Geographical distribution 
of applications received
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Bangladesh (2)
China (1)
India (4)
Indonesia (2)
Japan (1)
Malaysia (7)
Nepal (1)
New Zealand (2)
Pakistan (4)
Philippines (5)
Sri Lanka (1)
Taiwan (1)
Thailand (1)

Bangladesh (4)
India (4)
Indonesia (3)
Malaysia (3)
Nepal (1)
Pakistan (3)
Philippines (3)
Sri Lanka (2)
Vanuatu (1)

economies

economies

economies

economies

2012

2013

13

9

22

24

AWARDS

AWARDS

GRANTS

GRANTS

Australia (2)
Bangladesh (8)
Cambodia (3)
China (1)
Micronesia  (1)
India (30)
Indonesia (11)
Japan (1)
Laos (1)
Malaysia (12)
Mongolia (1)

Myanmar (3)
Nepal (4)
New Zealand (2)
Pakistan (8)
Palau (1)
Philippines (13)
Singapore (1)
Sri Lanka (12)
Thailand (2)
Vanuatu (1)
Vietnam (4)

Afghanistan (1)
Australia (2)
Bangladesh (17)
Cambodia (3)
Federated States of 
Micronesia (1)
Fiji (3)
India (32)
Indonesia (11)

Kiribati (1)
Malaysia (8)
Nepal (8)
New Zealand (2)
Niue (1)
Pakistan (10)
Papua New Guinea (2)
Philippines (14)
Samoa (1)

Singapore (1)
Sri Lanka (8)
Thailand (1)
Tuvalu (1)
Vanuatu (3)
Vietnam (10)
Cook Islands (2)
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IDRC | www.idrc.ca - The International  
Development Research Centre 

ISOC | www.isoc.net - The Internet Society  

APNIC | www.apnic.net - The Asia Pacific 
Network Information Centre

Program founding partners

Funding partners
IDRC | www.idrc.ca - The International  
Development Research Centre 

SIDA | www.sida.se - Sweden, represented by 
the Swedish International Development Agency

APNIC | www.apnic.net - The Asia Pacific 
Network Information Centre

Sponsors
DotAsia Organisation | www.registry.asia 
 

ISOC | www.isoc.net - The Internet Society  
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